CHAPTER V
A MENTAL EXPERIMENT
I WANT you to write a little original story of about
fifty words.
You will note the three words that I have italicized.
I italicized the word " original " so that you will appre-
hend the full significance of the requirement; and I
similarly treated the last two words so that you will
not be justifiably frightened at the task suggested.
Anyone who can speak an idea can write it; and in
travelling through life I have found that few people
have been afflicted with any aversion for talking. In
fact an opposite state of affairs seems to be the general
rule.
Then, again, most people will know what is meant
by the word " original **; nevertheless, 1 have good
reasons for drawing special attention to that particular
thought-symbol.
>- After all has been said and done, however, you may
not find it altogether easy to write something original;
for what I mean by that specification is to evolve some
little story out of your own mind, and without con-
sciously borrowing a single idea from anything you can
remember to have ever heard or read.
I want you to try your best to create a story.
It will not make any difference what your topic may be.
You may treat of love or hate, fishermen or fairies, art
or industrialism,, of ethical aspirations or materialistic
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